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The Regular Session of the Somerville Recreation Commission was held on Wednesday, October 14, 2009 in the Recreation Office, 25 West End Avenue, Somerville, New Jersey.  The meeting came to order at 7:30 P.M.

ROLL CALL:

Present:  Vice Chairman Tammy Stouchko, Commissioners  Jon Roethke, Jay Scott, Mike Zolandz, Charles Windus, Bob Axmann and Council Liaison Jane Kobuta. 
Absent: Commissioner’s Ken Cornell, Carlos Sanchez and Ron Thornburg..
Vice Chairman Tammy Stouchko opened the meeting and stated that "The meeting will please come to order. Adequate notice of this meeting as required by the Open Meeting Act has been provided in that on January 1, 2009 a copy of a notice specifying the time, location and date was (1) posted upon the bulletin board outside of Borough Hall, (2) mailed to the Courier News, and (3) given to the Clerk Administrator. If any member of this body believes this meeting is being held in violations of the Open Meeting Act, please state your views at this time." Hearing none we moved to the next item on the agenda. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Jay Scott offered a motion for approval of the minutes from the September 9, 2009 as written. This was seconded by Jon Roethke and approved 4-0-1.  
.
COMMUNICATION:
1. Recreation to Ms. Lisa Rupkin, Public Relations Manager, Wegmans Food Market re: 9/22/09.  Request for sponsorship of 3rd Annual BMX Program.
2. Kevin Sluka, Clerk / Administrator to all non uniformed municipal employees, re: 9/9/09 Budget cuts and layoffs anticipated.
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC:
1. David Dzwonczyk (Eagle Scout Project – Volleyball Court) was invited to bring Commission up to date on project.  He was not present.  Issues remain as to site location.  Brief discussion of pros and cons of Mastogen Drive location.  Tammy Stouchko suggested courtesey review for planning of Mastogen Drive site for volleyball court.
2. Brian Smith, SBI President, was present to discuss Vanderveer Fields and support with possible storage shed at location for supplies.  Mike Zolandz gave historical background of project.  After lengthy discussion it was popular opinion to hold off on any storage consideration until regular play has been established to better establish total requirements rather than program by program.

DIRECTOR & COMMITTEE REPORTS:

1. In the absence of Mr. Cornell, Mr. Quinn  reportd that BMX competition attracted 36 participants and was well received.  Somerville Bicycle Shop was main sponsor and Wegmans Food Market  was contributing sponsor.  Bill Jones  ran event and was announcer.
2. Mr. Quinn brought grant news of approval for phase 3 grant for Pedestrian / Bikeway in amount of $ 3.6 million.  $ 2.1 million is from Federal Transportation Enhancement Act with the remaining balance from NJDOT.  This phase will provide overpass access 202-206 linking Somerville and 36 acre park at Clarks Woods which is adjacent to Somerville Shopping Center.  Phase 2 and 4 will be bid out in Spring with summer completion.  Phase 2 will link High Street to Raritan River. Phase 4 will link Clarks Woods to Bridgewater HS.  When completed path will unite BRHS to Raritan River in Somerville with County links to Manville and Duke Island Park.
3. Mr. Quinn reported that County has requested temporary construction storage at Pager Park in parking lot for 3-4 weeks for approved road contractors.
4. Recreation received informative email from Rich O’Neill concerning Samuel Yohn and his induction into Franklin & Marshall Hall of Fame.  He was in 1st Hall of Fame class at Somerville.  In his name we have given a $ 500.00 scholarship for the last 28 years to a Somerville High School senior who is planning a career in Parks & Recreation, Forestry or Environmental Science.
5. Mr. Quinn reported on master plan draft for Somerset County Vo-Tech Athletic fields.  Draft request was circulated for comment and review.  Funding issues still remain undisclosed but it appears that project will be done in stages with partnership support of County Parks, Regional Center Bridgewater, Somerville and Raritan.
6. Mr. Quinn reported on a new website for the borough.  This website is planned to be very interactive and it is hoped that recreation will return to it as providing source user and end link to our current site.  Some details are being reviewed by Chairman Cornell.  Advantages include future credit card registration for recreation programs, alerts of special events, rapid updates of recreation news.  A website page was distributed for review and comment.  Jane Kobuta urges recreation to participate in inaguaral set up rather than link.
OLD BUSINESS:
1. Mr. Quinn reminded commission that Chick Sternadori field dedication was cancelled due to weather on 9/12/09.  Jon Roethke and Bob Axman recommended next spring as part of opening day of SBI.  This appeared to be unanimously approved.
2. Mr. Quinn reported at Chairman Cornell’s request that Carlos Sanchez, Charles Windus and Mike Zolandz have not completed background check.  Megan Kanka free application are now available for this purpose.

3. Mr. Quinn reviewed new standard year long process for participating in Megan Kanka background check program.  This organization has given us 200 applications worth $ 26.25 each to cover cost of finger printing.  Mr. Quinn has drafted letters to Pop Warner and SBI who will receive 50 forms each for their volunteers who need background checks.  Sponsorship year begins tomorrow, October 15, 2009 and ends October 15, 2010.  This grant will eliminate line item in 2010 OE cost saving of $ 
NEW BUSINESS:

1. Mr. Quinn provided 2009-10 Gym Use Schedule to commission for all winter programs at Vanderveer, Vo-Tech and Somerville Middle School.  Along with this schedule he submitted a draft office schedule for October, November and December.  It appears that even with his vacation October 23 to Novenber 11 regular office hours can be maintained until the end of December.  January, February office hours may have to be adjusted to reflect Saturday and evening programs requiring supervision, especially at SMS gym.  Office hours may become 9:00 – 2:00 pm with advance posting on website, office door, voice mail and advertised on Ville TV.
2. Mr. Quinn reviewed Skatepark report of 2009 with participant and invoice for shared service with Raritan, Manville, Bridgewater and Branchburg.

3. Mr. Quinn also submitted requested end of year OE expenses for 2007-08 rather than to date expenses which reflected only until October of those years.  This was done only because of Borough Finance requested date on new year budget by November 1st of current year.  This problem will exist for 2009-10 budget.
4. Mr. Quinn submitted profit and losss report for recreation January 1 to October 14, 2009 prepared by Tim Kassel our program supervisor.  Adjustment are still necessary to reflect carry over of programs from 2008 to 2009.  Jane Kobuta will help Mr. Kassel to establish differed income and accrual for 2008.  Also trust account expeditures will be integrated into report using OE line.
5. Jane Kobuta spoke of Mayor Gallagher’s interest in Somerville garden projects, possibly on vacant lot owned by Borough or in parks.  Jay Scott will co-ordinate with Mayor.
6. Mike Zolandz requested that Skatepark registration forms also be printed in Spanish on reverse side in 2010.  Director will have Luz Alvarez prepare translation.
7. Vice Chairman Tammy Stouchko addressed commission that she has heard rumors that soccer and wrestling are going to be cancelled because of budget cuts.  Many people in community are concerned of articles they have read in paper about 2009 budget cuts effecting Library and Health Department’s and Recreation.  In order to provide a better communication base to the public she requested that a report of the year be prepared as a presentation to the council in January 2010.  This pro active approach will help to alleviate the rumor mill.  Report should include Parks OE budget explanations as well as ongoing trust support.  Director will co-ordinate with Pete Hendershot who administers Parks budget.
EXECUTIVE SESSION:


None.
APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS:

Mike Zolandz offered a motion for approval of vouchers submitted for payment. 
Mr. Quinn noted that agenda had left off # 14, Ray Palmer Associates for $ 1,306.70 payment from trust.  Tammy Stouchko inquired about contractor returning for drainage concerns.  Director felt confident that 5 inch circle of  pooling of water near shower was not a problem and was somewhat related to leaking and spraying of foot shower.  With addition and approval  this was seconded by Charles Windus and approved 6-0.
ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business, Vice Chairman Tammy Stouchko offered a motion for adjournment. This was seconded by Mike Zolandz and approved 6-0. The meeting adjourned at 10:00 pm. Next regular meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, November 11, 2009 at 7:30 pm  in the Recreation office at 25 West End Avenue, Somerville. 
Frank J. Quinn
Director / Secretary
