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The Regular Session of the Somerville Recreation Commission was held on Wednesday, November 11, 2009 in the Recreation Office, 25 West End Avenue, Somerville, New Jersey.  The meeting came to order at 7:30 P.M.

ROLL CALL:

Present:  Chairman Ken Cornell, Vice Chairman Tammy Stouchko, Commissioners  Jon Roethke, Jay Scott, Mike Zolandz, Charles Windus, Ron Thornburg, Carlos Sanchez and Council Liaison Jane Kobuta. 
Absent: Bob Axmann
Chairman Ken Cornell opened the meeting and stated that "The meeting will please come to order. Adequate notice of this meeting as required by the Open Meeting Act has been provided in that on January 1, 2009 a copy of a notice specifying the time, location and date was (1) posted upon the bulletin board outside of Borough Hall, (2) mailed to the Courier News, and (3) given to the Clerk Administrator. If any member of this body believes this meeting is being held in violations of the Open Meeting Act, please state your views at this time." Hearing none we moved to the next item on the agenda. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:


Vice Chairman Tammy Stouchko requested that Open to Public portion of October 14, 2009 minutes reflect addition of “by Town” after words courtesy review.  With this addition Mike Zolandz offered a motion for approval of minutes as written.  This was seconded by Chairman Cornell and approved 4 – 0 – 2.
.
COMMUNICATION:
1. James Beshada, Major Division of State Police, re: October 26, 2009 Notification of name change of Sagem Morpho to MorphoTrak and corresponding form change.
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC:
1. Brian Smith, SBI President, was present to ask Commission if teachers are exempt from background check for volunteer coaches.  He was informed they are exempt but must provide school form of approval.  Mr. Smith also reviewed concept of storage shed at VanDerveer which was subject of his presence at last months meeting.  Mr. Cornell had been absent from last months meeting and reviewed position from Board of Education.  Position he discussed lights, management and scheduling procedures for groups such as SBI.
DIRECTOR & COMMITTEE REPORTS:

1. Tammy Stouchko reorted on how attendance at Vo-Tech Master Plan for Athletic fields. Largest issue remains that funding is not in place.  Cost estimates 3.4 million plus without field turf.  Maintenance issues also unresolved, ie. County, Vo-Tech, Bridgewater.
2. Mike Zolandz requested VanDerveer lights be retested because of problems during Directors absense.  Lights not working properly difficulty turning them on and off.  Director will consult with manufacturer.
3. Mr. Cornell handed Director request from Kevin Sluka, Novenber 10, 2009.  Request to review Commission composition, attendance and expiring members interest in being reconsidered for appointment. Mr. Charles Windus, whose term is up 12/31/09, voiced that he does not wish to be re-appointed.  Mr. Windus has served the Commission for twenty years.  Director thanked him for his valued years of service in many different roles including Chairman.  Robert Axmann’s term is also expiring 12/31/09.  Director will contact Mr. Axmann as he is not present at this meeting.
OLD BUSINESS:
1. Commission reviewed the position of sand volleyball court at Mastogen Drive.  Director nor staff has heard anything from David Dzwonczyk about his proposed Eagle Scout project.  Bocce court alternative is still available for project consideration.

NEW BUSINESS:  

1. Tammy Stouchko requested full copy of approved 2010 budget as she only received cover page.  Director will investigate.  Mr. Cornell stated that he received entire budget including capital request. Vice Chairman Stouchko also requested report detailing all programs with income and associated costs drawn from operating budget as well as trust fund.  Director stated that he will have Mr. Kassel prepare.  This information has been incorporated into our QuickBooks accounting program under the direction of Jane Kobuta.  This information will be used for power point presentation to Mayor and Council to establish better understanding of Recreation operating and budget constraints. Budget for 2010 will be submitted to Janet Kelk by Friday November 13, 2009.
2. Tammy Stouchko stated that Superintendent of Bridgewater Recreation, Christine Schneider voice concern to her about Somerville Recreation extended use of Vo-Tech gym during the winter months thus limiting Bridgewater’s use.  Director will discuss with Ms. Schneider.
3. Jane Kobuta discussed concerns of residents with adults riding bicycles on sidewalks on Main Street and riding without lights at night.  Director suggested signs be placed on Main Street informing all about not riding on sidewalks.  The DOT also has video of bicycle safety which has been successfully reviewed at restaurants for employees who ride bikes. The video is available in spanish and also discusses rules of the road.  Director will obtain more information and develop spanish instructions.  The key to adult understanding is an education program which should come from the police.

4. Jane Kobuta has recently had discussion with new Director of YMCA Paul Kieltyka about shared services program.  Mr. Kieltyka is very receptive as well as his staff.  It is hoped that a joint senior program might be developed.  Director will set up appointment for expanded discussion.
5. Jay Scott reported on correspondence sent to Mayor as to sites for community garden project.  First site recommended at end of S. Bridge St. behind strip mall was not suite for gardening site because of shade trees.  He is investigating site on Fairview Street.  Director will investigate exact location and set up meeting .  Grants are being investigated for this project.  Immaculata green house is being requested for seed / plant development.

6. Jon Roethke requested information about time an location of our next meeting being that it will be our Christmas meeting.  He proposed December 9th at Picasso’s.  This will be a pay per person except for Charles Windus who will be our guest for his twenty years of service.  Director will coordinate reservations, time and notice to public.
EXECUTIVE SESSION: None
APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS:
Chairman Cornell offered a motion for approval of vouchers submitted for payment. 
This was seconded by Charles Windus and approved 7-0.
ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business, Mike Zolandz offered a motion for adjournment. This was seconded by Ron Thornburg and approved 7-0. The meeting adjourned at 9:00 pm. Next regular meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, December 9, 2009 at 6:00 pm at Picasso’s located on 81 W. Main Street in Somerville. 
Frank J. Quinn
Director / Secretary
