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The regular session of the Somerville Recreation Commission was held on Wednesday, April 8, 2009 in the Recreation Office, 25 West End Avenue, Somerville, New Jersey.  The meeting came to order at 7:30 P.M.

ROLL CALL:

Present:  Chairman Ken Cornell, Commissioners Charles Windus, Jon Roethke,  Bob Axmann. and Carlos Sanchez
Absent: Vice Chairman Tammy Stouchko, Commissioners Mike Zolandz, Ron Thornburg and Council Liaison Jane Kobuta
Chairman Ken Cornell opened the meeting and stated that "The meeting will please come to order. Adequate notice of this meeting as required by the Open Meeting Act has been provided in that on January 1, 2009 a copy of a notice specifying the time, location and date was (1) posted upon the bulletin board outside of Borough Hall, (2) mailed to the Courier News, and (3) given to the Clerk Administrator. If any member of this body believes this meeting is being held in violations of the Open Meeting Act, please state your views at this time." Hearing none we moved to the next item on the agenda. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Mr. Charles Windus offered a motion for approval of the minutes from the March 11, 2009 meeting as written. This was seconded by Bob Axmann and approved 4-0-1.

COMMUNICATIONS:
1. Recreation to Laura Sergile, Director First united Methodist Church Vacation camp, 4/3/09. Approved.
2. Patti Webster, Church Administrator Shiloh Pentecostal Church to Recreation, 4/1/09. Use of Carol Pager Park approved subject to size, insurance and fee.
3. Daniel Fortunato, USA Architects to Recreation, 4/2/09. Request to use Carol Pager Sports Complex 6/1 – 17, August 17 from 1:00 to 4:00 pm approved subject to insurance and fees.  Director to coordinate.
4. Sister Regina M. havens, Principal IHS to Recreation. Request for john Long and Charles Khoury Scholarships approved 5 – 0.
5. Akhtar Farzale, Event Coordinator, “The I Can Foundation” to Recreation. Re: 3/19/09 softball game. Approved 5 – 0 subject to insurance and fee.  Director to coordinate.
6. Recreation to Ms. Ranji Chopra, Director martin Luther King Center, re: 3/11/09.  Approved for pool use subject to insurance, fee and state guidelines.
7. Recreation to Judy Pignatello, Child care Teacher, re: 3/17/09.  Approved for picnic on 5/18/09 at Carol Pager Park..
8. Recreation to Sister John Magdalen, Principal ICS, re: 3/20/09.  Conditional use of Carol Pager Park for girls softball practice.
9. Recreation to Diane Durland, Secretary SBI, re: 3/20/09. Conditional approval for 2009 season at Carol Pager Sports Complex and Bill Vandervoort fields for Junior Pony.
10. Recreation to Pierce Frauenheim, Athletic Director HIS, re: 3/20/09.  Conditional approval for Freshman Girl’s softball practice at Carol Pager Park.
11. Jerry Tiano, manager NJ Patriots adult baseball team to recreation, re: use of Bill Vandervoort field at Arthur Chambres Park.  Sunday’s starting 5/3/09 until 8/30/09 (20 games) approved 5 – 0.  Director to coordinate (insurance included).
12. Field trip proposal, Deacon 12 Gaming Convention in Morristown.  Mr. Quinn reported that he found this proposal in his mailbox at Borough Hall and assumes it comes from an employee at the Library.  After a lengthy discussion SRC voted 

5 – 0 not to support this program.
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC:
There being no public present, Chairman Cornell moved to the next item on the agenda.
DIRECTOR’S AND COMMITTEE REPORT: 

1. Mr. Quinn updated the SRC on the letter sent to Mayor Gallagher, 12/15/08, concerning reappointment of new Commissioners. Two resumes were sent to the mayor for his consideration (John Scott and William Kimmick).  Director spoke to the Mayor on 3/3/09 and 3/5/09 with no resolve because of the Mayor’s busy schedule.  Mayor pledged to resolve soon and will involve Administrator Kevin Sluka to set up interviews.  Need schedules for Ken Cornell, Jane Kobuta and Tammy Stouchko.
2. Mr. Quinn reviewed ordinance 2288 amending and supplementing ordinance 2250 concerning criminal background checks for volunteers, staff and users of facilities with adoption.  Mr. Quinn will now submit to Megan Kanka Fund one time grant to assist in repayment to volunteer groups Pop Warner and SBI.
3. Mr. Quinn read correspondence from Jeff Landry of Ray Palmer Associates concerning requested labor and material breakout for return pipe corrosion repair.  This labor and material breakout was requested by Vice Chairman Tammy Stouchko (cc: K. Sluka 4/6).  Total cost: $ 1,885.00.  Mr. Quinn also reviewed 3/18/09 letter for change order.  This was conditionally approved by Tammy Stouchko.  Work included additional 50 square yards of concrete at $ 99.00 per.  If accepted, re-piping under old deck would be replaced at no additional charge. Director has given copy to Kevin Sluka for approval by Council Resolution (50 x $ 99.00 = $ 4,950.00) on 4/3/09.  Mr. Quinn also reviewed original letter 3/31/09 from Jeff Landry for change order of replacement of galvanized pipe (8) returns with new stainless steel hardware.  Director and Tammy Stouchko inspected pool site and reviewed damage and corrosion of all units.  Recommendation to do change order to Kevin Sluka for Council amended resolution.  Finally, Mr. Quinn read resolution 09-0406-130 given to him on 4/7/09 by Kevin Sluka.  It was pointed out that this change order to Claude Walck Pool is incorrect.  It should reflect two (2) change orders.  Additionally reason is 50 sq. yards concrete at $ 99.00 per sq. yard and improving pipes would amount to $ 4,950.00.  Added to 8 inlet pipe replacements at $ 1,885.00 equals $ 6,735.00.  Mr. Sluka will amend and  re-award for next council meeting.
4. Mr. Quinn presented bicycle bike rack drawing donated by the Rotary Club of Somerville-Bridgewater.  Total donation is $ 1,735.12.  Units will be installed in parks.  Consideration was first offered to Downtown/Main St. but offer not accepted because of the color scheme conflict.
5. Mr. Quinn reported on initial meeting by Recreation of Somerville, Raritan and Bridgewater with consultant Brandstetter Carroll concerning Vo-Tech athletic feasibility study. Lights, bathrooms, 3 – 4 turf fields for multi-purpose use should be priority.  Next meeting April16, 2009.
6. Mr. Quinn reminded all present that 2009 Financial Disclosure Forms must be completed asap.  This must be done in duplicate with two original Signatures.  Copies on line and provided.
7. Mr. Quinn read an email from Kevin Sluka to Frank Quinn, dated 3/30/09 concerning Wheelpark meeting with Bridgewater Administrator Jim Naples.  He wishes to review maintenance at Wheelpark.  Mr. Cornell has requested Pond Design to prepare maintenance report.  This will be forwarded to Mr. Naples and a meeting will be set up.
8. Mr. Quinn reviewed email correspondence from Kevin Sluka concerning commission understanding with Arbor Glenn concerning tree planting buffer.  Mr. Quinn and Mr. Cornell expressed that they were not part of ongoing meetings and had no knowledge of an agreement.  Nothing was found on written agreement which was listed on blueprint among Arbor Glenn, Borough of Somerville and Somerville Recreation.  It was noted that Board of Education has never been part  of construction agreement with Arbor Glenn.  SRC has no knowledge of tree planting agreement.  This must have been established independently with mayor.  Mike Zolandz nor Ron Thornburg ever reported on this topic to SRC but should be consulted again for their understanding. Director will also discuss with Tom Bernard of the county.
9. Janet Kelk requested that SRC prioritize 2009 Capital Budget requests due to fiscal concerns for this year.  SRC unanimously choose Tennis Court repairs at John Long Park as # 1 priority.

OLD BUSINESS:

1. Mr. Quinn reviewed status of Vanderveer Ballfields Spring seeding, aeration, fertilization and mulching has been completed on 3/15/09. Outfield fencing has been purchased as well as pitching mounds and bases.  Only outstanding purchase needed will be infield mix for both fields estimated between $ 3 and 4 thousand dollars.  This would leave a balance of $ 2,000.00 plus or minus for any agreed tree planting.  Director requested by Mr. Cornell to get copy of tree estimate provided by Arbor Glenn.  It is hoped that fields will be ready by June 2009.
2. Mr. Quinn requested from Mr. Cornell permission to send out 2009 Skatepark agreements to last years participants and to add Bound Brook if they wished.  Last years repair costs were about $ 10,000.00 with 
$ 2,250.00 being received from Bridgewater, Raritan, Branchburg and Manville. Timing is important as park is planning to open by late April.

3. Mr. Quinn  was given permission to apply for background check grant from Megan Kanka Fund now that Borough has adopted ordinance 2288.

NEW BUSINESS:  
1. Jon Roethke expressed his concern about his conflict serving as a commisioner and his attendance at commision meetings during summer months when he plays in the Wednesday Mayor’s Softball League.  He requested commission to change meeting day.  No other days appeared workable to commissioners present and since four members were absent matter was not resolved. 
2. On behalf of Tammy Stouchko and Ron Thornburg, Mr. Quinn reportedon 3/26/09 meeting with them to establish outline for new summer program Family Fun Day Olympic Event. Date: June 13th or 27th.  Time: 10:00 am to 2:00 pm.  Place: Pager Park with painted track on soccer field.  All commissioners would be needed to assist. Who: Parent and Child, Div. 1 (K-1-2), Div 2 (3-4-5).  Awards: Ribbons, Trophies and T-Shirts.  Events: Trivial Pursuit, Water Ballon Toss, Relay Race-Egg on Spoon, Foul Shots, Triple Jump, Sack race (3legged).  Cost: $ 20.00 per team.  Extras: Food (Hot Dogs), Birch Beer, Watermellon.
EXECUTIVE SESSION: (NONE)
BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED in accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 10:12 and 13, the public shall be excluded from the Executive Session of the Governing Body which is being held for the discussion of the following subject matter:

1. Pending or anticipated litigation or contract negotiation;

2. Personnel matters;

3. (See specific list set forth in attached copy of N.J.S.A. 10: 4-12) This Executive Session shall continue for an indefinite period of time and upon termination of the Executive Session, the Governing Body may choose to resume the public portion of the meeting. The discussion, which shall be conducted in closed session, shall be disclosed upon termination of litigation or contractual matter, upon resolution of the personnel matter with consent of said person or persons and as provided by N.J.S.A. 4-12 but in no case later than two (2) years from this date. These minutes shall be available as soon as the matter is resolved or not later than two years hence.

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS:


Ken Cornell offered a motion for approval of vouchers submitted. This was seconded by Bob Axmann and approved 5-0.
ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business, Charles Windus offered a motion for adjournment. This was seconded by Carlos Sanchez and approved 5-0. The meeting adjourned at 9:30 pm. Next regular Commission meeting will be held on Wednesday April 22, 2009 at 7:30 pm in the Recreation office at 25 West End Avenue, Somerville..
FJQ

Director / Secretary
